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If these promises are kept, they will contribute in a large measure
to the lessening of tension in Europe.

If they are broken, the guilty party will assume a moral respon-
sibility which will weigh heavily on his future position.

France should, therefore, undertake to consider the proposals
without fear. Perhaps it is not unreasonable to think that the events
France has now lived through may have finally convinced her people
of the pressing need for national order and cohesion, for a certain
moral reform and for rapid and thorough overhauling and improve-
ment of our military organization.              FRANCOIS-PONCET

No. 19

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

to M. FRANCOIS-PONCE!, French Ambassador in Berlin.

Paris, October 21,  1938.

THE suggestions which you have conveyed to me in your telegram
of October 19 arising out of your conversation with Herr Hitler have
been the subject of attentive scrutiny and have in principle been
favourably received by the French Government. I should like you to
inform the Chancellor of this personally. The Government of the
Republic are disposed for their part to devote their utmost care to the
study of the plans announced as soon as they are submitted to them.
For this purpose they will not fail to make the necessary contacts with
the British Government while strictly maintaining the utmost discretion,
as agreed.

Moreover, referring to the two specifically Franco-German
questions of a mutual agreement to hold consultations and a reciprocal
recognition of existing frontiers, you will add that the French
Government declares itself prepared from now on to take part with
the Government of the Reich in a preliminary exchange of views
opening the negotiations, as soon as the precise details of which you
have been told are submitted to them. Indeed, as you do, I look
upon the initiative taken by Herr Hitler with all the interest it
deserves, and I agree with you that we must endeavour to reach
concrete results as quickly as possible. CEORCES "RONNFT

No. 20

M. FRANfois-PoNCET, French Ambassador in Berlin,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin t October 22,  1938*

THIS morning, in the absence of Herr von Ribbentrop, I have con-
veyed the communication prescribed by your telegram of October 21
to Baron von Weizsacker. He will pass it on without delay to the
Chancellor of the Reich.                            FRANgOIS-PONCET.